What are cyanobacteria?
Cyanobacteria (also known as blue-green algae) are naturally found in fresh water in the U.S. and throughout Vermont. Cyanobacteria grow well in water that has high amounts of nutrients like phosphorous and nitrogen. Under the right conditions, cyanobacteria can multiply quickly to form surface scums and dense populations known as blooms, especially during the warm days of late summer and early fall.
Characteristics of a Cyanobacteria Bloom:
• May resemble thick pea soup or spilled paint on the water's surface • May create a thick mat of foam along the shoreline • Generally green or blue-green in color, but can be brown, purple, red or white • Made of small specks or blobs floating at or below the water surface A Cyanobacteria Bloom is NOT:
• Stringy, bright grass-green, long strands that feel slimy or cottony-this is harmless green algae • Mustard yellow in color-this is probably pollen How might I be exposed to cyanobacteria?
Activities that might expose you to cyanobacteria include:
• Swimming • Boating or jet-skiing • Water-based activities near or in blooms • Drinking untreated surface water
Children and pets have a higher risk of being exposed to cyanobacteria because they are more likely to play near the shoreline where blooms are often the thickest. They are also more likely to swallow water, either on purpose or accidentally.
Public water systems on Lake Champlain work with state partners to monitor blooms that might impact the quality of drinking water.
How can I protect myself from cyanobacteria?
Do not come in contact with surface scums of cyanobacteria or with water that is deep green, blue or white in color.
Cyanobacteria Tracker Map
During the summer and early fall, the locations of blooms on Lake Champlain and some inland Vermont lakes are tracked on the Health Department's online Cyanobacteria Tracker Map at healthvermont.gov/tracking/cyanobacteriatracker.
Data for the map are provided by a network of volunteers trained and coordinated by the Lake Champlain Committee and by scientists from the Vermont departments of Health and Environmental Conservation. Volunteers submit weekly visual observations of water conditions from sites around Lake Champlain.
The map provides information on bloom conditions at the time of the report, but lake conditions can change very quickly. It is important to learn to identify signs of a bloom and use your best judgment when thinking about swimming or doing other activities in the water.
What should I do if I see a bloom?
• Do not come in contact with the water • Keep pets and livestock away from the water • Call your town health officer or town office • Contact the Health Department to report a bloom at BloomAlert@vermont.gov with the location and photos a suspected bloom or call 800-439-8550 during business hours
What can I do to prevent blooms?
